
 Seniors 
Here is your first vocabulary list of words 1-23. 
Enjoy and use wisely and well! 

 
1. (taken) aback (idiom) – to amaze; surprised; startled 
 
2. Abysmal (adj.) – horrible; deep; extremely bad 
 
3. Atrabilious (adj.) – gloomy; morose; melancholy 
 
4. Adamantine (adj.) – unyielding; firm in attitude or opinion 
 
5. Badinage (n) – playful, teasing talk or banter 
 
6. Bedlam (n) - 
a scene or state of wild uproar and confusion. 
 
7. Carte Blanche (n) – freedom to use one’s own judgment  
 
8. Charlatan (n) – a fake 
                                
9. Deleterious (adj.) – having a harmful effect; 
                                      injurious 
 
10. Disavow (v) – to disown; to deny; to repudiate 

11. Emanate (v) – to come forth; to send forth 
 
12. Enmity (n) – hatred; hostility 
 
13. Genteel (adj.) – polite; refined 
                          
14. Gumption (n) – courage and initiative 
 
15. Incarnate (adj.) – embodied in flesh; personified or typified, a s a 
quality or idea 
 
16. Quibble (n) – petty argument or objection 
 
17. Perspicuity (n) – clarity; clearness; lucidity 
 
18. Portly (adj.) – stout; large; fat 
 
19. Ribald (adj.) – vulgar; indecent 
 
20. Skulk (v) – to sneak around; to lie in hiding 
 
21. Viscous (adj.) – sticky 
 
22. Wield (v) – to handle (a tool); 
   to exercise control (over others) 
 
23. Temporize (v) – to be indecisive; to be evasive;  
                             to delay in action 
 
24. Trenchant (adj.) – incisive or keen, as language or a person; caustic; 
cutting 
 
25. Rue (v) – to regret; to be sorrowful 

 

 
When you see these roots & affixes in words, you’ll be able to figure 

out what they mean. 

1. pon, pos -place e.g. component; compose 
2. cred –believe       e.g. incredible; credentials 
3. vid, vis - see        e.g. visible; evident 
4. micro – small   e.g. microscope; microfilm 
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