
    
Here is a vocabulary list of 22 words to elevate your 

writing. Enjoy and use wisely and well! 

1. Aver (v) – to declare; to state firmly 
 
2. August (adj.) – majestic; worthy of respect;   
   impressive 
 
3. Bastion (noun) – a strong defense; a fort 
 
4. Burlesque (adj.) – a speech or action that treats a serious 
subject with ridicule or in jest 
 
5. Bristle (v) – showing irritation or agitation 
 
6. Bellwether (n) -a person or thing that assumes the leadership 
or forefront, as of a profession or industry; a ringleader 
                                
7. Callow (adj.) – young and inexperienced 
 
8. Cessation (n) – a stopping; a discontinuance; an ending 

9. Chasm (n) – a wide gap 
 
10. Daunt (v) – to discourage; intimidating 
 
11. Deference (n) – respect; courteous regard 
                          
12. Embroil (v) – to bring about trouble; to complicate 
 
13. Erroneous (adj.) – mistaken; wrong 
 
14. Gambit (n) – an opening one uses to gain advantage;  
   strategy 
 
15. Innocuous (adj.) – harmless; insignificant;   
   inoffensive 
 
16. Indubitable (adj.) – certain; without question; sure 
 
17. Jape (n) and (v) – 
                        mock; joke; jest – to mock; to joke; to jest 
 
18. Kismet (n) – destiny; fate 
 
19. Niggle (v) – to spend excessive time on   
  unimportant details 
 
20. Paradigm (n) – a model; example 
 
21. Rankle (v) – to cause irritation; to fester 
 
22. Supplant (v) – to replace 
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